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Indeed, to make a fortune on Christian lines is a thing
which requires a somewhat sophistical defence.

And thus the old theory of accepting salvation
rather than working for it is based not so much
upon the theory that in the presence of absolute
and infinite perfection there is little difference
^between the life of the entirely virtuous and the
entirely vicious man, as upon the fact that if one's
limitations of circumstance and heredity are the
gift of God, one's salvation must be his gift also,
We do not know to what extent our power of
choice and our freedom of action is limited; it is
quite obvious that it is to a certain extent limited
by causes over which we have no control, and
it is therefore best to trust God entirely in the
matter, and to acquit him of injustice, if we can,
though it must be a hard matter for the innocent
child who is the victim of his ancestor's propen-
sities to believe that the best has been done for
him that it was possible to do.

And thus the question of effort is not a simple
one, though it may be said roughly that as every
one's ideal is at all events somewhat higher than
his practice, it is a plain duty to make one's
practice conform a little closer to one's ideal.

Sometimes one is bewildered by the sight of
men who seem to have all the material for a
good and useful and happy life ready to hand,
but who yet attempt the wrong things, or are
pushed into attempting them, by not taking the
measure of their powers. Of course, there is a
great nobleness about people who ardently under-